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1.1. Priorities and activities related toPriorities and activities related to
healthealt care in border regionscare in border regions

2.2. Work Package # 2Work Package # 2



AEBRAEBR InterestInterest inin
EUREGIO IIEUREGIO II

nn The AEBR was asked by some border areas to dealThe AEBR was asked by some border areas to deal

strongly with crossstrongly with cross--border healthborder health

nn Practically every border region deals with in one orPractically every border region deals with in one or

another way: 400 specific projects? (EUREGIO Ianother way: 400 specific projects? (EUREGIO I

detected 328 project bodies)detected 328 project bodies)

nn Strong potential: many networks have been created atStrong potential: many networks have been created at

different levels, but few support from national authoritiesdifferent levels, but few support from national authorities



AEBRAEBR InterestInterest in EUREGIO IIin EUREGIO II
ReasonsReasons

•• Process ofProcess of EU IntegrationEU Integration

•• InternationalisationInternationalisation: patients: patients’’mobility, Europeanmobility, European

insurance cards, provision of services to liberalize marketinsurance cards, provision of services to liberalize market

•• Greater borderGreater border permeabilitypermeability: better profit of resources: better profit of resources

•• BetterBetter divisiondivision of labourof labour

•• CostCost--savingssavings and longand long--term betterterm better supplysupply in anin an

environment of increasing costs (and crises)environment of increasing costs (and crises)



SuccessSuccess examplesexamples

•• euregioeuregio maasmaas--rheinrhein: common Insurance: common Insurance
Card,Card, EuroregionalEuroregional CenterCenter for Top Medicinefor Top Medicine
(Aachen(Aachen--MaastrichtMaastricht--LiLièègege))

•• CerdanyaCerdanya hospital (EGTC)hospital (EGTC)

•• The Irish CaseThe Irish Case

•• ExtremaduraExtremadura (E)(E) andand AlentejoAlentejo (P)

•• ØØresundresund (DK(DK ––SE)SE)



SpectrumSpectrum ofof CBCCBC HealthHealth
IssuesIssues

•• Management of illnesses and preventionManagement of illnesses and prevention

•• Active cooperation in disasters protection andActive cooperation in disasters protection and

emergency servicesemergency services

•• TelemedicineTelemedicine

•• ResearchResearch

•• TrainingTraining

•• ……



CBCB HealthHealth ProvisionProvision

••Optimization of the quality ofOptimization of the quality of
medicine and lifemedicine and life

••Creation of provision networksCreation of provision networks



ReasonsReasons forfor longlong--lastinglasting
cooperationcooperation

•• UrgenciesUrgencies
•• WaitingWaiting--listslists
•• CB use of free expertsCB use of free experts
•• CB use of specialized medical servicesCB use of specialized medical services
•• Economical factorsEconomical factors
•• CB use of medical facilities and equipmentsCB use of medical facilities and equipments
•• CB use of highCB use of high--qualified staffqualified staff
•• Experience and information exchangeExperience and information exchange
•• CB data (CB health reports)CB data (CB health reports)
•• Strengthen selfStrengthen self--helphelp



HealthHealth ProvisionProvision

•• Common logisticsCommon logistics
•• Hospital managementHospital management
•• LaboratoriesLaboratories
•• Blood banksBlood banks
•• Radiology devicesRadiology devices
•• Pharmacy systemsPharmacy systems
•• CateringsCaterings
•• Electronic toolsElectronic tools
•• Data use andData use and

managementmanagement

•• HighHigh--qualified staffqualified staff
trainingtraining

•• PathologyPathology
•• Facilities for agedFacilities for aged--

people andpeople and
rehabilitationrehabilitation

•• TelemedicineTelemedicine
•• Electronic patient dataElectronic patient data
•• Excellence centresExcellence centres
•• IntInt’’l health cardl health card



HealthHealth PreventionPrevention

•• Methods and prevention programmesMethods and prevention programmes
•• Training for multipliersTraining for multipliers
•• NetworkingNetworking
•• Information materialsInformation materials
•• Prevention campaigningPrevention campaigning
•• Discriminated children and youngstersDiscriminated children and youngsters



ProblemsProblems andand externalexternal
factorsfactors

•• Quality standardsQuality standards
•• Continuity of treatments and assistanceContinuity of treatments and assistance
•• Different price structuresDifferent price structures
•• Language difficultiesLanguage difficulties
•• Absence of crossAbsence of cross--border chipborder chip--cardscards
•• Different social systemsDifferent social systems
•• Different operational plans, standards,Different operational plans, standards,

radio frequencies, etc. (disasters andradio frequencies, etc. (disasters and
emergencies)emergencies)



CounterCounter--factorsfactors

•• Financial problemsFinancial problems
•• Administrative efforts/costs and bureaucraticAdministrative efforts/costs and bureaucratic

proceduresprocedures
•• Interest conflicts and legal problemsInterest conflicts and legal problems
•• Different structures, competencies and subsidyDifferent structures, competencies and subsidy

programmesprogrammes
•• Data protection problemsData protection problems
•• Difficulties to find partners, cooperationDifficulties to find partners, cooperation

agreements, etc.agreements, etc.
•• Lack of cooperation agreements, etc.Lack of cooperation agreements, etc.
•• Dependency from personal engagementDependency from personal engagement



ApproachesApproaches andand favouringfavouring
factorsfactors

•• Interchangeable socialInterchangeable social
securitysecurity

•• CB medical insuranceCB medical insurance
•• Bilateral agreementsBilateral agreements
•• Specific agreementsSpecific agreements

between health facilitiesbetween health facilities
and projectsand projects’’holdersholders

•• PrivatePrivate--publicpublic
partnershippartnership

•• NonNon--profitprofit--orientedoriented--
cooperationcooperation

•• Common investmentsCommon investments
and health facilitiesand health facilities

•• CB modelCB model--projectsprojects
•• CB medical competenceCB medical competence

centrescentres
•• CB diagnosis and therapyCB diagnosis and therapy

centrescentres
•• Information for patientsInformation for patients

and provision tendersand provision tenders
•• Experience and informationExperience and information

exchangeexchange
•• CB operational planningCB operational planning

and exercise (disasters andand exercise (disasters and
emergencies)emergencies)

•• CB needs analyses andCB needs analyses and
programmes throughprogrammes through



VERY HELPFUL FACTORSVERY HELPFUL FACTORS

•• Personal implication of actorsPersonal implication of actors
•• Political support (national, regional, andPolitical support (national, regional, and

local)local)
•• PartnersPartners’’experiencesexperiences
•• Acknowledged usefulness of the activitiesAcknowledged usefulness of the activities
•• PartnersPartners’’border proximity, etc.border proximity, etc.



MainMain EuroregionsEuroregions’’workwork

•• MediumMedium--term programmes that cover manyterm programmes that cover many
sectorssectors

•• Getting financial resourcesGetting financial resources
•• Smooth the path for political lobbiesSmooth the path for political lobbies
•• Supporting specific CB health initiatives andSupporting specific CB health initiatives and

projectsprojects
•• Developing CB health programmes through CBDeveloping CB health programmes through CB

committees or working groupscommittees or working groups
•• Health networksHealth networks



FutureFuture taskstasks

•• Common investments in hospitals, specializedCommon investments in hospitals, specialized
departments, elderly projects, rehabilitation centres,departments, elderly projects, rehabilitation centres,
etc.etc.

•• Health facilities in spatial structured border areasHealth facilities in spatial structured border areas

•• Clarify the planning and financial requirements,Clarify the planning and financial requirements,
searching for partners, etc.searching for partners, etc.

•• Need of a critical mass to attract partners from theNeed of a critical mass to attract partners from the
other side of the borderother side of the border

•• Creation of CB influence areasCreation of CB influence areas



SummarySummary:: thethe rolerole ofof CBCB
structuresstructures

•• EuroregionsEuroregions are service providers, partners andare service providers, partners and
engines for crossengines for cross--border healthborder health

•• Take care of CB planning and programming,Take care of CB planning and programming,
financing, common partners and good commonfinancing, common partners and good common
health projectshealth projects

•• Protect CB health cooperationProtect CB health cooperation

•• Solve problems encountered by different actorsSolve problems encountered by different actors



Current AEBR Activities

nn TaskTask ForceForce onon CrossCross--BorderBorder HealthHealth:: animationanimation ofof thethe
AEBRAEBR NetworkNetwork

nn NewsflashNewsflash

nn AEBRAEBR ForaFora:: TheThe BaselBasel ForumForum onon CBCB HealthHealth: 2005, 2008: 2005, 2008
andand 2009 (2009 (LLöörrachrrach))

nn FollowFollow--upup ofof thethe DirectiveDirective

nn ContactsContacts withwith thethe EuropeanEuropean CommissionCommission,, thethe EuropeanEuropean
ParliamentParliament andand thethe CommitteeCommittee ofof thethe RegionsRegions

nn ContactsContacts withwith otherother AssociationsAssociations: AER, CPMR, CEMR,: AER, CPMR, CEMR,
MOTMOT



FutureFuture EUEU CohesionCohesion andand
StructuralStructural PoliciesPolicies

CooperationCooperation
ObjectiveObjective

CBCB eligibleeligible
regionsregions 20072007--
20132013



AEBRAEBR
MapMap

CBCCBC
areasareas inin

20072007



THANK YOU VERY MUCH!THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

HAVE A SAFE TRIP BACK HOME!HAVE A SAFE TRIP BACK HOME!

info@info@aebr.aebr.eueu

www.aebr.euwww.aebr.eu



ThankThank youyou veryvery muchmuch forfor youryour attentionattention!!

MartMartíín Guillermo Ramn Guillermo Ramíírez, AEBRrez, AEBR
m.guillermo@aebr.eum.guillermo@aebr.eu


